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and sett up the Kings Standard to which a good many has Re- 
sorted, all the Indented servants & Negroes that is able and 
willing to serve his Majesty belonging to the Rebels is declar'd 
free of which there is a great number in this Country, 'tis a great 
misfortune his Lordship has not a sufficient force to go ag't the 
Vast numbers of Rebels assembled in different parts for he is a 
brave man, 'tis a wonder some assistance is not sent him tis now 
affirmed the people mentioned within from W'sburg is now on 
their way down here if so God knows what may be the conse- 
quence. I will write you again in a month or 5 weeks w'h will 
be the last Ship I know off for britain. pray let me hear from 
you if you possibly can I am as above 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Documents Bearing on their History. 



Translated and Annotated by Prof. William J Hinke, Ph. D. 



[The following documents gathered from various sources, 
throw some light upon the history of the first German Lutheran 
Colony in Virginia. 

The German immigration into Virginia began, as far as we 
now know, in the year 1714. In that year a colony of twelve 
German Reformed families was settled by Governor Spotswood 
at Germanna, to work his iron mines. They were followed in 
1717 by a second colony of twenty German Lutheran families 
and these in term by a third colony of forty German families in 
1719. The following documents deal with the second and third 
colonies, consisting mainly of Lutherans. They remained at 
or near Germanna until their term of indentured service, lasting 
eight years, was ended. Then, in 1725, they removed to the 
present Madison County, where they organized a German Luth- 
eran congregation and later built a church, both of which have 
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continued to the present day, and are now known as the Heb- 
ron Lutheran congregation and church in Madison County. 
Editor.] 

I. 

Church Account. 

Belonging to the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of 
Spotsylvania County in Virginia, kept by Andrew Kercher, 
Church- warden of the said Congregation, begun January the 
first, 1733. 

Dr. Money Received Anno 1733. 

To money agreed on and given by each family 

for providing a minister . . . £ 2. 7. o 

To an offering made the second Sunday after 

Trinity at the first Communion . . . 1. 10. o 
To an offering me.de the thirteenth Sunday after 

Trinity . . .... — . 15. 6 

To an offering made the twenty-second Sunday 

after Trinity ...... 

To an offering made at Christmas 

To money delivered the 26th July by Ziriachus 

[Cyriacus] Fleishman one of ye collectors 



Dr. for money received brought forward 

To money delivered by ye Collectors 9th ye 29th 

To money delivered by Ziriachus Fleishman & 

Michael Smith ye collectors ye 19th of Feb., 

1733 ....... 

To Sundry wares given to ye church & sold to 

ye minister 

To ye like wares sold to George Shebley for 
To ye like wares sold to Zyriachus Fleishman for 
To other wares sold to And'w Kercher for 
To 2 yards Linnen a present made to ye minister 

to ye value of 

To whole sum received 1733 .... 
Disbursements deducted .... 

Remains due to ye church .... 



— . 


10. 


3 


— . 


13- 


3 


II. 
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16. 


19- 
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16. 


19- 
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5- 
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Discounted, heard and ratified ye 28th Febr., 1733. 

John Casper Stoever, Minister. 



o. 



Church wardens : Michael Cook, Michael Smith 
Clore, Hans George Utz. 

Cr. By disbursements, 1733. 

By money paid to inquire for a minister in 
Pennsylvania . ..... 

By money to Sheibley for travelling to Pennsyl- 
vania with our minister when he went to re- 
ceive his orders ...... 

By money paid by George Sheibley to ye rev'd 
Mr. Shultz in Pennsylvania for ordination' 

By paid our minister John Casper Stoever his 
travelling expenses to Pennsylvania 

By paid Urban Tunner [Turner] for travelling 
expenses to Wmsburgh about church business 

By paid for 2 quarts of wine for ye communion 
the second Sunday after trinity 

By paid for wine for com. on the 13th Sunday 
after trinity ...... 

By paid for wine for the communion the 22d 
Sunday after trinity 

By paid for wine for do & a bottle at Christmas 



Michael 



6. 





i7- 





I. 


3- 


— 


I. 


9- 


— 


— . 


12. 


— 


— . 


3- 


— 


— . 


1. 


8 


— . 


3- 
1. 


9 


4- 


16. 


5 



^This statement settles, in a very natural way, the time and place 
of Stoever's ordination. On April 8, 1733, the younger Stoever was 
ordained by the Rev. John Christian Schultz, in a barn at Trappe, 
Montgomery county, Pa. We now learn that the older Stoever was 
ordained by the same Rev. Mr. Schultz, in the same year, and most 
likely at the same place, which served as a meeting-house for the 
congregation at Trappe. The Rev. Mr. Schultz arrived in Philadelphia 
with the ship "Loyal Judith," on September 25, 1732, and became at 
once pastor of the Lutheran congregations at Philadelphia, New Provi- 
dence (Trappe) and New Hanover. In the summer of the following 
year he returned with two delegates of his congregations to Germany 
to collect money in their behalf. He never returned from this trip. 
See Halle Reports, new ed. Vol. I., p. 5. 
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Brought over from Cr. side .... 

By Drink money paid to Wm. Carpenter's wife 

on account of ye land bought for ye minister 

By paid Wm. Carpenter after deducting of ye 

Earnest money for the land bought for ye 

minister 

By paid for building a Kitching & hennhouse on 
the ministers plantation .... 

By paid freight for our ministers moveables 
By paid the Collectors the 1-5 of their Collection 
By further paid them ye deduction money of 1-5 
By a present made to ye minister of Linnen 
By paid for 10 quire paper for ye use of ye church 
By paid Fleishman & Mich'l Smith their expenses 

& 1-5 part of their collection 
By paid ye Court for ye Deeds of ye ministers 

land 

By paid Michael Willhite .... 

By money remitted to John Raussen 

By paid Cook & Smith for travelling expenses 

twice going to Court 

By paid for the Deeds for ye ministers Land 
By paid Michael Cook for a table for ye minis- 
ters house . ..... 

The whole sum of Disbursm'ts 1733 

Dr. for money received 1734. 

To ye ballance of ye last settling due 

To John Willers gift delivered by Fleishman 

To further payment made by Fleishman on acc't 
of ye money scales brought for Smith . 

To further payment made by Fleishman on ac- 
count of ye Collection .... 

To an offering made on Sexagessima Sunday 

To an offering made at Easter 

To money paid by Hoffman towards the minis- 
ters salary 

To money paid by Richard Bordine for the 
ministers salary 



16. 5 
18. 6 



2. 
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10 


— . 
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— . 
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29. 
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I. 


15. 


7* 



To an offering made on the third Sunday after 
trinity ....... 

To offering made ye nth Sunday after trinity 
To money paid by Fleishman on acc't of the 

Collection 

To 55 lbs tobo. promised to be given to the Col- 
lection & received by the minister 
To an offering made ye 19th Sunday after Trinity 
To a present made by Mich'l Clour [Clore] to 
ye church 

The Money received 1734 .... 
The disbursements deducted .... 

Remains due to ye Church .... 

Which by ye Accomptant hath been made good. 

Virginia ( That this account this 24th of September 1734 
in Spotsyl- < is settled, Heard and found good is hereby 
vania County (testified. 

John Caspar Stoever, Minister. 

Michael Cook. Andrew Kercher. 

Michael Clore. Hans Zeuche. 

Michael Smith. 

Cr. By disbursements 1734. 

By expenses for ye minister, And'w Kercher, 
Michael Clore & George Utz in Fred'ksburg 
at ye settling ye accounts of ye collections & 
moving for leave to make a collection w'ch 
was granted by the Court .... £ — . 12 

By paid for communion wine on Sexagessima 
Sunday ...... — 

By paid for one quart wine & bottle on ye feast 
of Easter — 1. 10 

By paid further for ye ministers land 13 

By post money laid out by Blanchenbuchter re- 
paid him for a letter sent on church business 

By money paid for Planks sawed for ministers 
house ....... 

By paid Jno. Hoffman for 9 days carpenters 
work to the ministers house 



THE GERMANS IN MADISON COUNTY, VA. 



141 



By paid Quitrent for the ministers house . — . 4. 1 1 

By paid for 1 qu't wine for ye comunion ye 3rd 

Sunday after trinity — . 1. 6 

By paid for 2 quarts do: for do: ye nth Sunday 

after Trinity . . . • — 3- ° 
By paid George Sheibley for his part of Collec- 
tion dues — .6. — 

By pd. for 1 qu't wine for Communion ye 19th 

Sunday after Trinity — .1.6 

By 55 lbs tobo. by ye minister of ye Collection 

money for w'ch he yet is indebted . . — . 8. 4 

By ye ministers Debt for sundry goods . . 2. 15. 6 
By paid for two quarts brandy at ye raising of 

ye ministers house to Michael Clore . . — . 2. 6 
By paid for ye same for use of ye same . . — 7. 6 
By money due from Christopher Uhl & Fred- 
erick Coppeller yet unpaid . . . . — .2. — 
By further payment to Wm. Carpenter for ye 

ministers Land 1. 1. ioj^ 

By further paym't to Wm. Carpenter on account 
of the ministers Land being therewith fully 

paid — . 18. ij£ 

The whole sum of disbursements . . . 28. 1. 2 
At a Court held for Orange County on Thursday the 24th day 
of August 1738. 

This account of several sums of money received & disbursed 
by Andrew Kercher for the use of ye German Congregation, 
was presented into Court by John Carpenter, Adm'r of ye s'd 
Andrew Kercher dece'd & James Portens made oath that to the 
best of his skill & knowledge the said account was truly by him 
translated from the German in English w'ch on the motion of ye 
s'd Carpenter is ordered to be certified & ye acc't is admitted to 
record. 

Test : Henry Willis, CI. Cur. 

A Copy — Test : 

C. W. Woolfolk, Clerk, 
Orange Circuit Court, Virginia. 
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II. 

[Agreement between the Rev. John Casper Stoever and 

his WIFE.] 
North Carolina at Graven Precinct, the 10 Day of March, 1734. 
Since the holy state of matrimony is not only a holy and Di- 
vine Ordinance, But also the Institution of this holy Ordinance 
earnestly requires that the same should be kept holy and peace- 
able according to his word, without that we desire to heap on 
us those heavy punishments & judgments therein threatened. 
In consideraton of which I, John Caspar Stoevet, 2 (minister 
of the Evangelical Lutheran German Congregation in Vir- 
ginia) and my spouse Maria Magdalena, 8 between whom and 

'This document introduces us to the first German Lutheran minis- 
ter in Virginia, of whom we have any record. He was born in 1685, 
at Frankenberg, in Hesse "His father, Dietrich Stoever, conducted 
a mercantile establishment. His mother, Magdalena, was the daughter 
of Andrew Eherwein, pastor at Frankenberg. One of his baptismal 
sponsors was John Christ. Eberwein, pastor and head-master in the 
Pedagogium at Giessen, which position was held later by a relative 
of the Stoevers, John Philip Fresenius, one of the most prominent 
and the warmest friend of the Lutheran Church in America. Already 
in youthful years, Stoever was a teacher at Amweiler, at the eastern 
slope of the Hardt mountains, and received from them good testimo- 
nials of his descent and character, which were prepared for him by 
the elders of the congregation. Here he also attended to the playing 
of the organ, and probably engaged in theological studies. In the 
year, 1728, he sailed with his son. John Caspar Stoever, Jr., and ninety 
Palatines on the ship "Good Will," David Crocket, master, of Rotter- 
dam, leaving Deal on the 15th of June, and landed in Philadelphia on 
the nth of September." 

(Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, p. 563, and Rev. T. E. Schmauk's 
History of the Lutheran Church in Pennsylvania, Lancaster, 1003, p. 
245, note 291.) 

"This agreement, which is taken from the Court Records of Orange 
Pool, shows that the older Stoever was married twice, because the 
County, and is part of the papers submitted in the suit of Mary 
mother of John Caspar Stoever, Jr., was named Gertrudt, her family 
name is not given. (Schmauk's History of the Lutheran Church in 
Pennsylvania, p. 248, note 295.) Nor is the family name of the sec- 
ond wife certain. It may be Pool, as her mother's name was Mary 
Pool. It is, however, possible that her mother was also married a 
second time, like her husband, John C. Stoever. 
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me hitherto hath been some difference, I have agreed as fol- 
loweth, to-wit: 

ist. The married persons promise each other to live in this 
holy state of matrimony (according to God's will till Death 
shall part them) peaceably and in union as behooves Christians, 
and totally forget and bury in oblivion all what has formerly 
past between them, and to travel together to Virginia where ye 
sd Stoever's congr. is & he lives. 

2ly. The husband promises heartily to love and honour his 
beloved wife, Maria Magdalena, and to provide for her main- 
tenance and cloathes according as his station and condition 
will afford & as behooves Christian husband, also. 

3ly. Maria Magdalena promises to love and honour her hus- 
band and in all things, & in love & faithfulness to obey his law- 
ful commandments as a Christian wife ought to do. 

4ly. In case the husband agt. his wife's will should travel 
to any other place, and contrary to expectation leave her there, 
half of his Estate to fall to her share, without that she be the 
cause of his so leaving her. 

5ly. I, Stoever, have promised to give unto my son (John 
Gasper) & Daughter (Elizabeth Catharina) by the first mar- 
riage, a certain part of my estate for their entire exclusion, 
and to make this present wife & ye son got (together with 
what children God shall be pleased to give me) by this second 
marriage, sole heirs of what estate I shall leave, so that they 
shall have no one to divide it with them. 

61y. Stoever promises during the life of his mother-in-law 
to maintain & cloath her & to shew her all love and faithful- 
ness due from a child ; in consideration of which she promises 
as well to be careful of not giving offence herself, as to admon- 
ish her Daughter to beware from offending & giving occasion 
of quarrel or strife, especially to leave off all evil speaking, 
backbiting & slandering which occasion offence, and truly to 
behave herself so in all things towards her child and son-in- 
law as becometh a loving & Christian mother. To the end the 
congregation may not be offended nor no new strife may be 
raised in the house. And that all these things may be truly 
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kept and performed the married persons & the mother-in-law 
have hereunto set their hands which is by the hereunto chosen 
witnesses confirmed. Dated as above. 

7th. If the mother-in-law should not be willing, or Stoever 
rather would chose that she would live in some other place 
and not with him, then doth he promise for himself and his 
heirs to pay her yearly for her maintenance five pounds Vir- 
ginia money as long as she lives. I say five pounds. 

Certified to by my own hand, 

Johann Casper Stoever. 

Martin Frank, 

John Hans Daver, 

Jacob Shyte, 

Endorsed : Stover and Ux'rs Agreement. 



III. 

[Letter of Councillor Koehler of Kolberg, Pommerania, 4 
to Professor Francke, dated May ii, 1736.] 

That I take the liberty to trouble your Reverence is due to 
the well known delegates of the congregations in Virginia, 
who, together with their minister, Mr. Stoever, have arrived 
here and from here will go to Danzig and Koenigsberg. They 
have collected a rich harvest, more than 2000 "Thaler," 5 to 
which this city contributed 200 "Thaler." When I represented 
to them, that I did not hope that they would disregard the 
main purpose of their transplantation to America and of the 
blessing bestowed by the dear Lord, but would take to heart 
the fact that the calling of the Christians consisted mai'nly in 
this, to make known the gospel of Jesus Christ in all places 
and parts of the earth, they perceived this clearly, and assured 
me that this would be their principal endeavor. But inasmuch, 
as their minister is of the opinion that he alone is not equal 

♦Unfortunately, this interesting letter cannot be given completely, 
only this extract as found in Muehlenberg's Autobiography, published 
by Rev; Dr. W. German, Allentown, 1881, pp. 221-223. 

3 A German dollar, worth about 73 cents. 
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to this work, he has asked me to inquire of your Reverence 
whether there is with you a person, equipped by God and filled 
with a divine impulse, who would be willing to go over with 
them and co-operate at first in the work of ministry and in the 
school until divine providence would show them an opening 
among the heathen. This congregation, he reports, consists 
of Palatines, whose sad experiences in England, in their jour- 
ney across the sea, and in the beginning of their stay in 
America is known. They had no minister till two years ago, 
when the present pastor, Mr. Stoever, only accidentally came 
to West India, intending to visit his son. 6 He was before a 
school teacher, driven away by Catholics, but received gladly 
by these people who secured his ordination. He has the inten- 
tion: (i) On his return, to buy twelve negroes as slaves, 
with whom he intends to clear enough land so that he together 
with another minister and assistant could live on it, without 
being a burden to the congregation. He is now paid a salary 
of 3,000 pounds of tobacco by the congregation. If these 
slaves be kept better than those among the English people, and 
be instructed in the Christian religion he thinks that thereby 
hundred, nay even thousands of slaves, who are compelled to 
work for Englishmen, will be brought from heathen ignorance 
to Christ, indeed that much good could thereby be accom- 
plished among the English. (2) Regarding the heathen living 
in the country, they had been made very timid by the English, 
and had been driven forty to fifty miles farther into the coun- 
try. No one concerned himself about them, but left them go 
in their blindness. However, since their settlement had been 
fixed at the extreme borders, only forty miles from the Indi- 



6 This statement, if correct, throws new light upon a dark period of 
Stoever's life. The question which has puzzled historians very much, 
is what became of him after his arrival in Philadelphia, in September, 
1728. Some historians, as Dr. Schmauk, (History, p. 247), believe 
that from 1728-1733 the older Stoever ministered in Philadelphia. 
But this statement in the letter of Mr. Koehler seems to suggest that 
he returned to Germany, and in 1733 came back to America. Perhaps 
he was carried by a storm to Virginia, as the Lutheran immigrants of 
1717- 
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ans, they met (.hem occasionally hunting ; indeed they [the In- 
dians] even allowed themselves to be coaxed into their homes, 
where they [the Germans] showed them much kindness. Hence, 
the report had spread among the Indians that they were kinder 
people than the English and Spanish. For this reason much 
good was to be expected, with the divine assistance, from these 
heathen people, especially since they recognized, by the light 
of reason, two beings worthy of worship, the one good, the 
other evil, the latter of which was served, out of fear, more 
than the good. Your Reverence will therefore consider this, 
and report whether a fit and willing person can be found, 
ready to go over at the expense of the congregation, which 
now consists of three hundred people. He must also be willing 
to be content with the necessaries of life until the proper ar- 
rangements have been made. As the ships do not go to Vir- 
ginia till February of next year, they [the delegates] intend to 
go first from Koenigsberg to Sweden and from there through 
Denmark to London. They will remain in Danzig four weeks 
to wait for the answer of your Reverence. 7 

'Prof. Francke answered this letter on May 23, 1736. He expressed 
his- readiness to co-operate in getting an assistant for Stoever, but 
he complained that students were attracted by philosophy, that they 
considered everything from the standpoint of reason, and would not 
consent to take any place which did not offer an adequate remunera- 
tion. During the last year he had looked for men for Bengal and 
Trankebar, but had received only declinations, and met with difficulties. 
He asked to be remembered to Stoever. If he [Stoever] should meet 
on his journey a suitable person, whom he could use as his assistant, 
he should not disregard the opportunity to engage him. Meanwhile, he 
would be pleased to hear from him as to his whereabouts so that, in 
case he would find anybody, he might notify him. 

(Autobiography of Muehlcnberg, edited by Dr. W. German, Allen- 
town, 1881, p. 223.) 

The writer of this letter was not the great August Herman Francke, 
the founder of the famous orphans' home, and of the numerous educa- 
tional institutions at Halle, but his son, Theophilus Augustus Francke. 
who followed his father in 1727 as director of orphans' home, and of 
the other institutions. Both he and his father took great interest in 
the German Lutheran churches in America. In fact many of the 
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IV. 

[Report of the Rev. John Casper Stover, Sr., 1737.] 
Short Report of an Evangelical German Lutheran Congrega- 
tion, living in the American Virginia, namely, at the extreme 
borders of the County of Spotsilvania, prepared by John 
Caspar Stoever, first pastor of this congregation, Hanover, 
printed by L. C. Holwein, 1737. 

In the year 1717 a small number of Evangelical Lutheran 
Christians 8 from the Alsace, the Palatinate and the neighboring 
districts, (whose intention it was to go to Pennsylvania) after 
an unfortunate voyage to the American continent, settled at 
the extreme borders of the province of Virginia, in the County 
of Spotsilvania, having undergone many hardships during the 
first eight years. 9 Their number is at present 300 souls. They 

Lutheran ministers in Pennsylvania during the eighteenth century came 
from the Halle institutions. Dr. Schmauk gives the complete list of 
twenty-four men. (See History of Lutheran Church, p. 201, note 235.) 

8 From several sources we know that the colony of 1717 numbered 
twenty families or about four- score persons. (See Perry, Historical 
Collections Relating to the American Colonial Church, Vol. I, p. 247, 
and Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society, Vol. II, pp. 104, 
106.) 

From the Court Records of Spotsylvania County, as published by 
Mr. Charles E. Kemper, (see Virginia Magazine, Vol. XIII, pp. 370- 
372), it appears that Christopher Zimmerman, Henry Snyder, Mathew 
[Michael J Smith, Michael Cock [Cook], Andrew Kerker, and Christo- 
pher Pavlur or Parlur. arrived in Virginia in 1717, and must therefore 
be members of the 1717 colony. Three of these, Michael Cook, Michael 
Smith, and Henry Snyder, appear among a number of eighteen Ger- 
mans, who were sued by Colonel Spotswood in 1725 (See Virginia 
Magazine, Vol. XIII, pp. 364-367). It is, therefore, probable that most, 
or perhaps even all of the persons sued by the Governor belong to the 
1 717 colony. 

"This statement, no doubt, implies that Governor Spotswood held 
these Germans for eight years as indentured servants. It also fixes 
the time of their departure from Germanna, as 1725, most probably 
the fall of that year. Mr. Charles E. Kemper has come to practically 
the same conclusion on the basis of other evidence. He shows {Vir- 
ginia Magazine. VcJ. XIII, p. 365) that the Court Orders' of Spotsyl- 
vania County fix the removal between July, 1725, and November, 1726. 
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are now amply provided in temporal things by the Preserver 
of all creatures, to whom all honor is due. Because they live 
fifty German miles from the ocean they are unable to dispose 
of their superabundant provisions, with the exception of their 
tobacco, which they exchange for the necessary clothing. 

Although this congregation, solicitous for the salvation 
of their souls, made every effort to secure a pastor, and twelve 
years ago, 10 by sending two of their men to Europe, intended 
to accomplish this, yet for full sixteen years 11 they were com- 
pelled to be without public worship and a pastor, although they 
had a very great hunger for the word of grace. 

At last the gracious God heard their continual prayers and 
selected me, unworthy servant, after receiving a call and ordi- 
nation, to be their teacher and preacher. I have also begun 
public worship among them, in accordance with the grace 
granted to me by God, by teaching them and administering the 
sacraments. I have been satisfied with a yearly salary of 3,000 
pounds of tobacco (worth about fifty-five rix-dollars). But 
the joy over the divine worship now established, the zeal of 
the people in the same, the anxious fear that the light of the 
gospel, kindled by the grace of God among men, might again 
be extinguished after my death and thus reduce them to the 
same former, spiritual destitution, together with the earnest 
desire to preserve the Evangelical truth to themselves and their 
descendants and the eager solicitude of that dear, but poor, 
congregation, all these induced me to undertake this danger- 
ous and difficult journey in God's name, after having received 

10 These men were sent in 1725, as the report was printed. in 1737. 
The two delegates were Michael Cook and Zerachus [Cyriacus] 
Fleshman. A petition of these two men, laid before the Colonial 
Council on April 23, 1724 (see Virginia Magazine , Vol. XII, p. 35of), 
was printed in the Virginia Magazine, Vol. VI, p. 3Sof. The passage 
that refers to this trip to Europe reads : "'We design to go to England 
and from thence to Germany, to bring in a minister for us high Ger- 
mans who are here." 

"That is from I7I7-I733- This statement fixes the arrival of Mr. 
Stoever in Virginia as taking place in the year 1733. 
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permission from the foyal governor 12 and taking with me an 
elder, Michael Schmidt, and a member of this congregation, 
Michael Hold, the latter returned again to Virginia from Dan- 
zig. It is our purpose to gather contributions from the Chris- 
tian friends in Europe, so as to be able to continue our above- 
mentioned public worship, to build a church and a school and 
to establish a fund for the maintenance of the ministers, be- 
cause this congregation is compelled to contribute its share to 
the support of the English minister and his services. A con- 
firmation of all this will be found in the original documents, 
which I have with me from the above mentioned governor, and 
the German Lutheran ministers in London. God in his abund- 
ant grace has not left my undertaking without results, but 
everywhere on my journey has moved many hearts to con- 
tribute liberally. Reports printed at Leibzig give an account of 
the liberality of the people at Hamburg, while future contri- 
butions will be recorded in the original collection book, which 
I have with me. 

Moreover, the power of God, which controls the hearts of 
men, has induced a candidate of theology, Mr. George Samuel 
King, born at Elbing, to become a fellow worker in the gospel 
in this congregation. He has obligated himself to this work 
by accepting the call extended to him and by receiving ordina- 
tion through the ministerium at Danzig, 13 as has been con- 
firmed by the testimonial of the aforesaid ministerium. In 
consequence of this he has actually started on his journey to 
Virginia. 14 . 

12 The certificate of the governor is given later on p. 155. 

"More about this ordination, which took place on August 30, 1736, 
is found later on p. 156. 

"Mr. Klug seems to have been delayed in his journey. He took 
with him a letter of Dr. Ziegenhagen, from London to Pennsylvania, 
which was dated September 26, 1738. Hence he left London after that 
date. It was answered by the congregations in Pennsylvania an Octo- 
ber 15, 1739. (See Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, p. 67.) Hence 
he arrived before that date. In a letter of Rev. Peter Brunn- 
holtz, dated July 3, 1749, it is stated that Mr. Klug arrived in Virginia 
''ten years ago." (Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, p. 528.} 
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But whereas, for the support of two ministers (who are 
needed at this distant place to maintain public worship and the 
school) many things are necessary so that churches and 
schools can be built and many other things can be secured 
which are necessary for the church. 

Therefore, the Christian reader is requested to take to heart 
these needs of the church, compassionately to advance this God- 
oleasing undertaking, which is for the preservation and spread 
of the pure Evangelical doctrine in America (in the prosecu- 
tion of which every effort will be made to lead the heathen, 
who still walk in darkness, to Christ) and to that end to send 
contributions across the ocean for the quickening of the poor 
fellow believers and the conversion of the heathen, in the as- 
sured confidence that, as God is earnestly invoked to reward 
men, he, a God rich in blessings, will graciously reward such 
alms according to his promise with temporal and spiritual 
blessings. 



V. 

[Letter of the Rev. John Caspar Stoever, Sr., to Prof. 

FrANCKE, DATED JANUARY 1 7, 1 738.] 

Very reverend and devout, very learned Professor, most hon- 
ored and noble, patron : 

If I did not know your Reverence's untiring zeal in the 
propagation of the gospel, I would not dare to trouble you with 
this letter, the less, since at my departure from London I 
oromised his Reverence, Mr. Ziegenhagen," not to become 
burdensome to you. This promise kept me last summer, when 
I was in Leipzig, from paying my respects to you. To this was 

15 Rev. Frederick Michael Ziegenhagen was court preacher at the 
chapel of St. Jame«, in London. He was born in Pomerania in 1604. 
He came to London in 1722. It was through him that Muehlenberg, 
the patriarch of the Lutheran Church in America, came to this country. 
He died in 1776. For a picture of this great man, see Dr. Schmauk's 
History of the Lutheran Church in Pennsylvania, facing p. 13. 
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added the fact that different friends in Prussia and Pomerania, 
who assisted my collection in those districts, earnestly advised 
me, since I had not received a royal permit for the purpose of 
collecting money, to stay away from the royal lands for fear 
of complications arising from my visit and also to spare our 
benefactors there. But inasmuch as I have now returned tc my 
trunk, in which were both the original recommendation from 
his Reverence, Dr. Arnold, of Koenigsberg, as well as the 
"programmata," 19 given to me by him, I venture to send them 
to your Reverence with the submissive request to be pleased 
to send to Prof. Baumgarten," Rev. Prof. Freylinghausen, 18 
and the Rev. Mr. Meyer, the letters enclosed for them, to show 
them the original letter of recommendation and to forward the 
same, together with the other enclosures, to his Reverence, 
Provost Rolof . Your Reverence will remember that in answer 
to the request of Councillor Koehler, of Colberg, for an assist- 
ant in my congregation you were pleased to answer and coun- 
sel the same, under date May 23, 1736, that, inasmuch, as it 
was difficult to secure some one in Halle, I should not disre- 
gard any opportunity, if during my travels I should find a 
suitable person. Now, through divine providence, such a par- 
son has been found, in whom I place full confidence (as can 
be seen from the printed report which is enclosed with the 
other documents). The same arrived in London in January, 
1737, provided with recommendations and letters from me to 
his Reverence, Dr. Ziegenhagen. But the latter was unwilling 
to take up this matter, nor did he answer my letter in reference 
to it, although in the month of May last year I sent some 

16 What these "programmes" were does not appear from the context. 
They may have been a university dis c e- tation of Doctor Arnold on the 
Lutheran Churches in America. 

"Prof. Siegmund Jacob Baumgarten was an eminent German theo- 
logian. Born March 14, 1706; was made professcr of theology at 
Halle in 1734. He died 1757. His writings are chiefly historical and 
exegetical. 

I8 John Anastasius Freylinghausen was the son-in-law of Dr. 
Francke. He was director of the Halle orphan home. He died in 
1739. 
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money to my colleague, Mr. Kluge, and requested him to let 
me know when ships left London for Virginia, so that I could 
arrange my journey to Virginia and go with him thither. I 
wrote on this account several times after that to him, as well 
as to the Rev. Mr. Palm, with whom he lodges, but thus far I 
have received no answer from London, although I earnestly 
long for it, so that I do not know the exact state of this matter. 
If your Reverence have any news I would humbly ask you to 
communicate the same to me. My address is noted at the end 
of the printed documents. 

Furthermore I take the liberty to ask your Reverence kindly 
to send a list of the books which you forwarded at the request 
of Mr. Ziegenhagen, for the congregation, as well as for the 
congregational • library. Also be pleased to mention what 
moneys have been sent for this purpose by kind-hearted per- 
sons, and were transmitted through you to London, so that I 
may be governed thereby. If your Reverence can do anything 
else for the establishment of this congregation through your 
far-reaching influence, it will not remain unrewarded by the 
Most High. I am convinced that your Reverence will not omit 
anything which can contribute to the growth of the church of 
God. 

Recommending you with all devotion to the gracious divine 
providence I remain with submissive obedience, 
Your Reverence's, My much honored Professor's, submissive 
servant, devoted to you, through prayer and service, 

Johann Caspar Stoever, pastor, 
of this congregation in Virginia.". 
Darmstadt, January 17, 1738. 

I9 Prof. Francke answered with much reserve. He told him that no 
collection could be taken in Prussia without a royal permit, but that 
fifty "Thaler," which Captain du Rosay, of Freyenwalde, had sent in 
July, 1736, for Virginia and Philadelphia, had already been announced 
to Ziegenhagen, and would be placed at his disposal. (This was done 
in May, I7;<8, together with forty "Thaler," which court preacher, Al- 
lendorf, of Koethen. had sent to Councillor Cellarius in April, and 
which had. been expressly designated for Rev. Mr. Stoever's congrega- 
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•Extract from the Acta-Historico-Ecclesiastica.'Vo1. Ill, 
p. 1094, Weimar, 1738.] 

We find besides another Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
in America, which since 1717 has been settled there; but now 
has again become known to us. In the above mentioned year, 
1717, a number of Evangelical persons, fromi the Alsace, the 
Palatinate ai?d neighboring districts, emigrated from there, 
because of the then well known, severe persecutions. They 
went to England, intending to go to Pennsylvania. But since 
the captain, who took them on his ship before his departure 
was arrested in London for several weeks, because of his debts, 
most of the victuals were consumed so that many people died 
of hunger during this voyage. The rest were sold by the cap- 
tain to Englishmen for their passage-money. Said Evangeli- 
cal congregation was settled, especially by the then governor 
Spotswood, who treated them very harshly, in the province of 
Virginia, more particularly in the county, named after him, 
Spotsilvania, which is at the extreme borders of this province, 
twelve German miles 20 from the ocean. There they suffered 

tion in Spotsylvania.) Francke then continues: "His Reverence, court 
preacher, Ziegenhagen, has expressed his surprise for some time past 
in his letters to mc that your Reverence can stay away so long from 
your congregation in Virginia, because it is known to you that a con- 
siderable contribution has been given to the congregation at different 
places, and because such a long delay is contrary to your agreement, 
made in London with his Reverence. Regarding Mr. Kluge, whom 
you have accepted as your colleague, the missionaries, leaving in the 
beginning of last year for Trankebar, have reported from London 
thai they had met there the aforesaid Mr. Kluge, but I have no news 
whether he has really left for Virginia since that time." He then 
refers to the books sent to Ziegenhagen, and closes: "In conclusion, I 
heartily wish that your plans and efforts for the evangelical congrega- 
tion in Virginia will redound to their blessing and best interests." 
(Muehlenberg's Autobiography, Allentown, 1881, p. 22$i.) 

-"There is considerable discrepancy between this statement and the 
one on page 148. Neither is accurate. From Madison, in Madison 
county, to the mouth of the Potomac, is 120 miles by air line. A Ger- 
man mile is about four-and-half English miles. 
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great hardships, for the first eight years, but they are now suf- 
ficiently provided by God with temporal blessings, although 
they cannot dispose of their crops, except the tobacco, which 
they exchange for clothes, because of their great distance from 
the ocean. This congregation, which now consists of 300 
souls, suffered especially during the first years, a great want 
in spiritual things, although they sent for this purpose, twelve 
years ago, two men to their people in Europe, in order to se- 
cure a minister. Nevertheless they were for sixteen years 
without public worship and a minister, until at last Mr., John 
Caspar Stoever, born at Frankenberg in Hessia, after being 
called and ordained, was given to them by God as their first 
pastor. He has thus far administered the office of an evangeli- 
cal pastor among them, being satisfied with receiving instead 
of salary 3,000 pounds of tobacco, which is worth about 55 
[German] Thaler. Since, however, the congregation earnestly 
desires not to lose the Evangelical truth with his death, but 
to preserve it to them and their descendants, the said Rev. Mr. 
Stoever, together with an elder, Michael Schmidt, and a mem- 
ber, of the congregation, Michael Hold, has started on a 
journey to Europe, intending to collect money for the contin- 
uation of divine worship, for the building of a church and 
school and for the establishment of a fund for the support of 
their pastor. 

In testimony whereof we shall insert the certificate of the 
present governor of Virginia, which he gave to him for his 
journey. 

William Gooch, Esq., Vice-governor of his Royal Majesty 
and Commander-in-General of the land and province of Vir- 
ginia, 

Sends Greeting to all, to whom these presents may come. 

At the request of Michael Hold and several other German 
Protestant inhabitants, at the great mountains in the County 
of Spotsilvania, of this government, I testify herewith, that 
the said inhabitants keep and maintain, out of their own 
means, an Evangelical minister of their religion, namely the 
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Reverend Augustiir 1 Stoever, for whom they have already, 
acquired a certain tract of land 22 and have built a parsonage 
and are now about to build a church for their meetings 23 of 
which circumstances I have not only received credible evi- 
dence, but also know that they have very slender means and 
are altogether unable to bear the expenses of their undertak- 
ing without outside assistance. Hence, in order that they may 
receive help and assistance in Germany from their country- 
men, to carrv on the building of their church and to main- 
tain and support their minister, they are now sending the above 
mentioned minister, Rev. Mr. Stoever, together with Michael 
Hold and Michael Schmidt to that country. In order that 
full credence may be given to these delegates in Germany, in 
all their endeavors and undertakings, I have given them this 
written testimonial and have caused the seal of this province 
to be affixed to the same. 

Given at Williamsburg, September 18th (st. v.) in the 
eighth year of our sovereign, George II, King of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith annoque Domini 

I739- 24 

(L. S.) William Gooch. 

Thus they came to England and received there not only a 
good contribution, but also a letter of recommendation to 
Germany and Holland from the German Evangelical Luth- 
eran ministers in London, Rev. Frederick Michael Ziegen- 

21 This is a mistake.. It ought to be John Caspar Stoever. 

- 2 In 1733 the Lutheran settlers acquired 193 acres in the first fork 
of the Rapidan river for church and school purposes. See Slaughter, 
History of St. Mark's, p. 104. 

23 The Hebron church, in Madison county, was built in 1740. It is 
still standing. (See picture in Dr. Jacob's German Emigration to 
America, in Proceedings of Pennsylvania German Society, Vol. VIII, 
P 61.) 

24 This date is wrong. It ought to be 1734. In September, 1735, the 
delegates were in Germany. Moreover, George II, followed his father 
in June, 1727, hence his eighth year began in June, 1734. 
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hagen, Rev. Heinrich Alard Butjenter, court preacher at the 
German court chapel of St. Tames, Rev. D. Heinrich Walther 
Gerdes and Rev. Heinrich Werner Palm, pastor of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran church in Savoy. 

In Germany they came, among other places, in September 
1735, to Hamburg, where they received a rich harvest of alms. 
This money was immediately sent through merchants to Eng- 
land and through bills of exchange to the elders of this con- 
gregation in Spotsilvania. The above mentioned Mr. Stoever 
has also collected a small library of all kinds of spiritual and 
unobjectional books, especially of the writings of Luther, 
which are to remain the property of the church. In Elbing-' 5 
they have been fortunate enough to find a candidate of theo- 
logy, Mr. George. Samuel Klug, who, especially on the ad- 
vice of Rev. Mr. Daniel Rittersdorf, pastor primarius of the 
church of St. Mary and Senior of the ministerium at Elbing, 
accepted the call, extended by the congregation to an assistant. 
This new co-laborer was, therefore, after the usual examina- 
tion, publicly ordained in the principal church of St. Mary 
on August 30, 1736 and a testimonial was given to him by 
the Evangelical Ministerium there. At the same time a cer- 
tificate about this was also given to Rev. Mr. Stoever. The 
above mentioned Mr. Klug immediately proceeded from Dan- 
zig to England and from there to Virginia, in company of Mr. 
Michael Schmidt. Mr. Stoever, however, continued his jour- 
ney in Germany and stayed till the spring of 1738 at Darm- 
stedt with the court deacon Fresenius, a relative of his, after 
which he started on his return journey to his congregation. 
Meanwhile Mr. Fresenius assures persons, who desire to send 
a contribution to this congregation, that he will send it safely 
to America and will state in public print for his own vindica- 
tion, how these monevs have been used. 



25 Elbing is a city of the province of West Prussia, whose capital is 
Danzig. 
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VII. 

[Letter of Rev. John Philip Fresenius, Taken From 
Fresenius Pastoral — Sammlungen, Vol. xii. 361-364.] 

He [Stoever] had so much confidence in me that he asked 
me for instruction. I took him willingly into my house and 
devoted to him every hour, which I could spare from my of- 
ficial duties. Although he was more than fifty years of age, 
yet he studied untiringly night and day, so that within half a 
year he had penetrated farther into the Christian Science than 
I anticipated at first. His growth in the active Christian life 
became evident to me to my greatest joy and I had hope that 
he would become a very able worker among his flock ii; 
America. He himself hoped that he would now be able to 
administer his office, under divine blessing', better than before. 
But he died on his return journey and was buried at sea. 



VIII. 



[Will ok the Rev. John Caspar Stoever, Sr., Recorded at 
Philadelphia, March 20, 1739.] 

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity, Amen. 

Although the Great God has appointed to all mankind an 
end, whose manner and time are known to none, yet he sends 
at times his messengers of sickness, through whom he admon- 
ishes us. saying: "Set thy house in order for thou shalt die. - ' 
I also have experienced this upon my sea voyage to Pennsyl- 
vania and thence to Virginia, I have to set in order two im- 
portant affairs, namely, both of the house of God as well as of 
my own house. I shall begin with the most important, the 
house of the Lord. 

The agreement with my congregation as well as the cer- 
tificate of the Royal Britannic Governor in Williamsburg test- 
ify by whom I was engaged and what I and my companions 
shall receive, upon the completion of the collecting tour, as a 
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return for our faithfulness and fidelity, exhibited during this 
long and most dangerous journey. 

As regards Michael Holt, he accompanied us indeed as far 
as Danzig, but for the wicked villanies he there practised 
against us, and for the harm he did to our collection on his 
return to London, through his influence on the ministry there, 
he cannot make restitution to this congregation with four hun- 
dred pistoles: 26 indeed through him and his wicked sugges- 
tions 27 the ministry there [secured] a person, sufficiently pre- 

26 A pistole was a Spanish gold coin, worth about $3.60. 

"This seems to be the sense of an exceedingly obscure passage. 
The verb being omitted it is hard to tell what is really meant. The 
old English translation, on record in the Register of Wills Office in 
Philadelphia (Will Book F, pp. 126-128) contains at this point but 
a confused medley of words : "Yea, how through him and his wicked 
mouth that blessed Institution when a learn'd man, Master George 
Samuel Klug, by the heart rending grace of God, hath fully resolved 
and in Elbingen as a second minister of this congregation the calling 
accepted, & further in Danzig the confirmation received, for whose 
maintenance in his journey from thence to London we have paid 400 
Elbingish or 200 Dutch Florens according to the currency in the Em- 
pire & for Reason of the many recommendations from a great many 
high Lord both spiritual and temporal as from other great Merch'ts 
our full and abundant confidence was further confirmed. That the 
great God would prosper our Collections so far, that constantly two 
ministers without the least charge to the congregation could be main- 
tained and likewise a church and other unto the worship of God neces- 
sary buildings would been erected." I would like to offer this expla- 
nation of the difficulty. Mr. Klug was secured by the machinations of 
Michael Hold, who thereby tried to supplant Mr. Stoever. I infer 
that he made false representations to the ministers at Danzig, and on 
the strength of them Mr. Klug was engaged. When Stoever heard of 
it he was at first very angry, but finally submitted to the inevitable and 
gave him money to travel to London. That Mr. Klug was not on the 
best of terms with Stoever seems to be implied in the attitude of Dr. 
Ziegenhagen towards Stoever, in the continued silence of Klug, re- 
fusing to answer Stoever's letters, and in the absence of any reference 
to him when the older Stoever advises his son about the future of the 
congregation. In fact it is doubtful whether Klug left England before 
Stoever did. Both reached Philadelphia in the year, 1739. Not know- 
ing what had become of Klug it is but natural that Stoever should 
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pared, Mr. George Samuel Kluge, who through the overruling 
providence of God accepted at Elbingen the call of this con- 
gregation to be its second pastor, received also ordination at 
Danzig and then started on his journey to London, for which 
we gave him four hundred Elbingish or 200 German guild- 
ers. We also have the full and perfect assurance, through the, 
recommendations of many distinguished consistories and mer- 
chants, that the great God will bless our collection and that 
two ministers can be maintained continually without the least 
expense to the congregation, also that a church and other 
buildings, necessary for the work of the church, can be built. 
All this has not been mentioned with the intention of myself 
or Michael Schmidt taking any part of portion belcnging 
to Michael Holt for the time that he was with us, but we feel 
ourselves compelled through our conscience to deliberate 
whether or not he should indemnify the congregation for the 
damage he did to the same. All the tricks he practised to the 
detriment of the congregation can be sworn to by Michael 
Schmidt, a conscientious man, and, if I confirm the same with 
my death, credence will undoubtedly be given to my words as 
well as to the many letters received from Rev. Mr. Ziegen- 
hagen. 
Now my much beloved son, John Caspar Stoever, minister 
in "Canastoken," 28 I herewith give unto thee and unto Michael 

regard the expenditure of 400 guilders as money wasted, and hence he 
blamed Michael Hold for this useless expenditure. This, I take to be 
the force of the above obscure passage in Mr. Stoever's will. 

28 On September n, 1728, two persons took the oath of allegiance in 
Philadelphia, who gave their names as "Johann Caspar Stoever, mis- 
sionaire," and "J°han Caspar Stoever, S. S. Theol. Stud." Their 
relation to each other was long unknown. They were usually regarded 
as uncle and nephew, but it is now certain that they were father and 
son. (See Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 241.) The will of Stoever 
corroborates other evidence on this point. The young Stoever was born 
December 21, 1707, in the Duchy of Berg. He came to America with his 
father in 1728. He was ordained on April 8, 1733, by Christopher 
Schultz, pastor in Philadelphia. He organized many Lutheran con- 
gregations in the eastern counties of Pennsylvania. He died May 13, 
1779, at Lebanon, Pa. 
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Schmidt full power to use thy earnest endeavor in taking 
charge of this church, especially with a view to provide them 
with divine services as wc began the same in the Lord, and if 
this beloved congregation would call thee as its pastor accept 
its call, if thou canst do it with a good conscience, therefore 
as soon as thou hearest from this Michael Schmidt go at once 
to Philadelphia and assist him, according to the best of thv 
ability, in bringing him, his and my own goods, as well as two 
other families going to Virginia, to thy house. 

This done send at once a messenger to the other three church 
wardens of the congregation with the request to come speed- 
ily to thee to hear the Letters of Attorney, which thou hast 
received, likewise to listen to my own and Michael Schmidt's 
account of the whole collection, in accordance with the state- 
ments entered into the collection books as well as other docu- 
ments not found in the collection books, but especially in a 
small Hamburg almanac, in which I entered many large and 
small sums in the Latin language, all of which belong to the 
receipts. 

Then in the presence of the church wardens determine, ac- 
cording to the contract, the portions belonging to the congre- 
gation, to me and to Michael Schmidt and from the 'portion 
of the congregation assign to each of the church wardens two 
shillings, Virginia currency, per day. Thou mayest also no- 
tify the congregation in Virginia that, if they wish to elect 
several persons to be present at the settlement of the collected 
money, they have liberty to do so, provided it can be done 
without expense to the congregation. Write at the same time 
a short letter to my wife and children that they may come along 
with the church wardens, because thou hast full directions 
what to give to her and to all my children as their patrimony. 

There is in hand in cash money in all eight hundred pis- 
toles, in four sealed packages, each containing two hundred 
pistoles. In determining the amount due to the congregation 
the sums which I and Michael Schmidt have expended for the 
congregation, must again be restored. Moreover we ought 
to have our share of the books collected for the congregation, 
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of the silver cup and of the small plate. I sent from Hamburg 
to John Henning N. of London, a large chest full of books. 
I paid for the chest. Within were ten volumes of Luther's 
works, printed at Wittenberg, I bought another volume, but 
the last volume I was unable to secure. There were many 
other books in it for the congregation. For my own use there 
was in it, Spener's Consilia, 2 * three volumes ; many new books 
unbound, for instance, Pfaff ' s large Bible, 30 a Hebrew Lexicon, 
Budeus,' 1 Morals, in German; Michaelis" Hebrew Grammar, 
Langius** Greek and Latin Grammar, and other unbound 
tracts. This chest had the misfortune to be in a ship that suf- 
fered shipwreck. But I received letters from London, from 
the above mentioned, John Henning, that through the grace of 
God the chest had been saved, but would be sold in a short 
time, then he would buy it again for me, which he did for about 
thirty-six shillings, sterling money. This chest is still in Lon- 
don, write therefore immediately to the aforesaid John Hen- 
ning, whose sur-name 34 you will find in the letters, asking him 
that by the first opportunity he would send the chest over to 
thee with the offer that the one who would bring the chest 
with him should have all his expenses gratefully repaid to 
him. 

The other books, belonging to the congregation, were all 
packed up in Michael Schmidt's chest. Furthermore we re- 
ceived many books from the bookdealers at Leipzig and Strass- 

2 »Philip Jacob Spener was the great Lutheran pietist, first pastor at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, then court preacher at Dresden, and lastly 
pastor of the St. Nicolai church, at Berlin. He died in 1705. 

S0 The Bible of Christopher M. Pfaff was printed at Tuebingen in 
1729 and following years. 

31 John Francis Buddeus published his Instituliones Theologiae Mor- 
alis at Leipzig in 1711. 

:l2 This was John Henry Michaelis, a noted Hebraist. 

33 Joachim Lange was a prominent Lutheran theologian of the pie- 
tistic school. 

34 The English translation in the will book has John Henning Cars- 
tens. 
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burg, but, inasmuch as they were of no value to the congre- 
gation, I exchanged them with a bookdealer at Frankfort for 
two hundred Frankfort handbooks, which I and Michael 
Schmidt had bound for the congregation. Other books, which 
came from Strassburg, we exchanged at Darmstadt for hymn 
books with large and readable types for the use of the con- 
gregation. Regarding these books we ought first of all to be 
compensated for our expenses and secondly we ought to re- 
ceive our stipulated portion of the same. This holds good also 
for the exchanges which we endeavored to make of our 
money into current money, as I have noted in the collection 
book at the end of the Hamburg and Lubeck 88 account. Like- 
wise, it is no more than just that, where we were compelled to 
make advances, we should have the same restored to us. These 
began as as soon as we came to Leipzig and Lauenburg and ex- 
tended down to the end of the collecting tour, which advances 
amounted to at least five per cent. 

Finally I and Michael Schmidt bought at Plymouth a hun- 
dred pieces of cut window glass and packed it in six boxes to- 
gether with three hundred pounds of putty, with which to fas- 
ten the glass in the wooden frames. We paid for the same, 
according to the bill, twenty-five pounds and ten shillings, 
sterling, which sum must likewise be repaid to us by the con- 
gregation. 

Whatever else is necessary for thee to know concerning this 
affair thou canst learn from conversation with Michael 
Schmidt and from the documents, which will give thee in all 
things the necessary light. To this end call, with a pure heart, 
upon the God of wisdom and understanding, that he may 
plentifully fill thy heart with his heavenly wisdom. When the 
whole matter has been settled then cause a document to be 
drawn up by the magistrate or notary public, in the presence 
of witnesses, so that it may have standing before the whole 
world. Then give to each one his portion, due to him. 

35 Lubeck is one of the three free cities of Germany. At one time 
the head of the great Hanseatic League. It is situated at the Lubeck 
Bay, a part of the Baltic Sea. 
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Furthermore care as much as possible, for this congregation, 
its preservation as well as its true interests, write in its behalf 
to the court preacher, Rev. Mr. Fresenius 36 and ask him to 
send if necessary a new minister, also try to keep up a corres- 
pondence with the ecclesiastical and secular authorities in 
Germany that they may send over to thee the collections which 
from there are yet to be expected. I also bought of him 
! Fresenius] besides other books Langen's, "Light and Right," 
one part of which is still wanting. Write to him he will 
surely send it. 

Regarding the goods, which I and Michael Schmidt have 
bought, the same belong in part to us jointly, some of them to 
him, but most of them to me alone. Michael Schmidt will no 
doubt remember it all correctly. 

Finally this power of attorney concerns my wife and chil- 
dren. I nominate thee again truly and faithfully to assign to 
each the share which I have intended for them. First, con- 
cerning my dear wife. Her share shall be whatever she has of 
cattle, horses, hogs and all other living animals, all furniture, 
bedding, pewter, copper, iron ware and linnen, in short she 
need not give to any one an account of these things, yet with 
this condition that during my absence she behaved herself as 
a good wife and that be she did not slander my office and honor 
with her wicked tongue and thereby gave great offence. In 
such a case everything shall be taken from her from the great- 
est to the least, even including the clothes on her body, since 
they all came from me, and shall be added to the share of 
the children. Everything that I leave of money, silver, linnen, 
clothing, bedding and whatever other goods I have, shall be 
valued as to their total value and shall then be equally divided 
among my beloved children, but nothing shall be given into 



ssjohn Philip Fresenius was born in 1705. In 1734 he became court 
preacher to the Landgrave of Darmstadt, and professor at the uni- 
versity at Giessen. Later pastor at Frankfort. He took a lively in- 
terest in the Lutheran congregations in Pennsylvania. He published 
twenty-four volumes of Pastoral Collections, 1748-1760, in which there 
are numerous references to the American churches. 



164 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

the hands of those of the second marriage, until they have 
reached the requisite age. Thou, my dear son, shalt heartily 
assist them in their training in the Christian faith as well as in 
their getting a livelihood. If thou canst not do it in any other 
way thou shalt give them the yearly interest of their money, 
which thou hast in hands. 

This, my dear Son, is thy full power of attorney, containing 
what I ask of thee. 

May God plentifully grant thee wisdom, understanding and 
grace for the sake of Jesus Christ and keep thy heart from all 
falsehood and deceit. Amen, Amen. 

That the foregoing was signed by me with a clear mind 
and in Christian fatherly love, and was written by the school- 
master, Mr. Johannes Ebert, at sea during my sickness, is 
testified by my own hand and by the signatures of the fol- 
lowing witnesses. 

Johann Casper Stoever, 
Minister of the Evangelical, German Lutheran Congregation 

in Virginia. 

(L. S.) Michael Schmtt, 

(L. S.) Wm. Missing, 

(L. S.) Johannes Ebert. 



[The original German will is endorsed:] 

To be delivered to my dear Son, Johann Casper Stoever, 
Evangelical Lutheran Minister in Canistoken, with all pos- 
sible haste. 

[The original English translation is endorsed as follows:] 

A true copie of the last will & testament made upon Sea in his 
sickness by John Caspar Stover, Senior Minister of the 
Lutheran Church in Virginia unto John Caspar Stover, 
Junior, minister of the Lutheran Church in Canastoken as 
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to his eldest Son ; truly and faithfully translated out of the 
Dutch Orignal. 37 

[The will was recorded in Will Book F, pp. 126-128, with 
the following additional affidavit:] 

Philadelphia, March 20th, 1738I9. 

There personally appear'd Michael Schmidt one of the wit- 
nesses .to the within written Will & upon his Oath did declare he 
saw & heard John Gasp r Stover, the Testator within named, 
sign, seal, publish and declare the same Will to be his last 
Will & Testament & that at the doing thereof he was of sound 
mind, memory, & understanding to the best of his knowledge 
and that William Missing & John Ebert, the two other sub- 
scribing witnesses did subscribe their names together with 
this Deponent as witnesses to the same Will in the presence 
of the Testator. 

Coram 

Pet. Evans, Rec'r Gen'l. 
Be it remembered That on the twentieth day of March, 
1 738 1 9, The last Will and Testament of John Casper Stover, 
Deceased was proved in due form of Law and probated and 
Letters Testamentary were granted to John Casper Stover, 
Executor therein named, being first solemnly swor according 
to Law well and truly to administer the said Deceased's Es- 
tate and to bring a true and perfect Inventory 38 thereof into 



"The English translation of the. will in Will Book F, pp. 126-128 
has this affidavit as to the old translation. "I have examined the fore- 
going with the original in the Dutch language and believe the same a 
true translation of the original to the best of my knowledge as witness 
my hand this 20 Day of March, 1738. Christian Grassold, Philad'a. 

March 20, 1738. The above named Christian Grassold, upon his 
solemn affirmation according to law did declare that the foregoing is a 
true translation of the original will of John Caspar Stoever, written 
in the Dutch language, according to the best of his knowledge, coram 
Pet. Evans, Rec. Gen." 

In spite of this affidavit the translation is very poor and confused. 
For this reason I preferred to make a new translation throughout of 
the German, not Dutch, original. 

f8 No inventory of the estate can be found. 
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the Register General's Office at Philad" at or before the twen- 
tieth Day of April next and a true and just account when 
thereunto lawfully required. Given under the seal of said 
Office. 

Pet. Evans., Rec'r Gen'l. 



IX. 

[Extracts From the Court Records of Orange Co., Va., 

i 739- J 

The Rev. John Caspar Stoever exhibited into court a Ger- 
man copy and English translation of the last will and testament 
of John Caspar Stoever deced, with a certificate, dated the 
20th day of March, 1738, under the hand of Peter Evans, Reg- 
ister General at Philadelphia, sealed with the seal of his office. 
That the original of said copy was proved in his office by the 
oath of Michael Schmidt, one of ye evidences thereto. And 
the said Michael Schmidt being called appeared & on his oath 
declared that at ye af'd office of ye Register General in Phila- 
delphia was sworn as an Evidence to the Original will of John 
Caspar Stoever, dec'd, and that he believes that the translation 
of copy presented into court by John Caspar Stoever, ye son of 
ye dec'ed, was a true translation and copy of ye original will. 
Thereupon its ordered that the said copy and translation be- 
longed in the Clerk's Office. 

Dated March 20, 1738. 

Michael Cook complains of John Caspar Stoever, Executor 
of the last will and testament of John Caspar Stover, dec'ed 
in custody, yt for that, to-wit, whereas the said testator in his 
life time, to-wit, the first day of December, 1738, at the parish 
of St. Mark in the County aforesaid, was indebted to the said 
Plaintiff in two thousand pounds of Tobacco for certain ser- 
vices as Clerk or Reader in the German Chapelle to the congr. 
of the sd testator, then being minister to the said congr. at the 
parish & county afores'd, etc. 

Entered ye 27th day of June, 1739. 
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Mary Pool complains of John Caspar Stoever, Executor of 
the last will and testament of John Caspar Stoever, dec'd, in 
custody yt for that to-wit, whereas the said Testator in his life- 
time, to-wit, on the tenth day of May, 1734, at the County 
aforesaid, in consideration that the said pet'r at the special 
instance and request of the said Testator would come over to 
Virginia from North Carolina where the said pet'r then dwelt, 
and live and reside in Virginia with the said Testator & his 
wife, the daughter of ye sd pet'r or some other place in Vir- 
ginia, he, the said Testator, in his lifetime undertook and then 
faithfully promised that he, the said testator, would pay her 
yearly for her maintenance five pounds current money Vir- 
ginia, and the said pet'r in fact saith that she trusting to the 
promise and assumption of the said Testator in form aforesaid 
made, did on the fifteenth day of May, 1734, aforesaid, come 
over to & hath ever since dwelt & resided in Virginia with the 
said Testator & her Daughter aforesaid. Yet the said Testator 
in his life time or the said Deft, his Executor since his Death, 
tho often required, have not nor either of them hath yet paid 
the said pet'r yearly five pounds as aforesaid due for her main- 
tenance, but the same to pay have refused, the said Deft still 
cloth refuse to the Damage of the said pet'r thirty pounds cur- 
rent money, & thereof she brings suit. 

[Court ordered John C. Stoever to be produced, but the 
Sheriff reported that he could not be found as he was living 
outside of the bounds of the province.] 



X. 

[Extract from Acta-Historico-Ecclesiastica, Vol. V., p. 
893, Weimar, 1743.] 

Of the Christian congregation in Spotsilvania we have al- 
ready given an account in Vol. III., of these Acts, p. I004f . We 
have now heard that their minister, Mr. Stoever, who made a 
trip to Europe, died at sea on his return journey. The new 
minister, Mr. George Samuel Klug, has safely arrived in 
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Orange County, also called Spotsilvania, together with his 
other companions. They thereupon sent a writing to their 
benefactors in and outside of Germany, from whom they re- 
ceived contributions. This was published in the "Hamburger 
Berichten," 1741. No. LXVT, p. 558f., and we shall also insert 
it here: 

Orange County in America, August 29, 1740. 

Letter of Thanks of the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
in Orange County, Virginia, in America, to all our benefac- 
tors, high and low, in and outside of Germany: 
The remarkable liberality to which persons of high and low 
birth, in Germany, Prussia and other places were impelled 
towards us, their poor fellow believers, living in a distant part 
of the world, in order to improve by their kind contributions 
our hitherto poor spiritual condition, due to the lack of the 
necessary temporal means, such liberality puts us and our 
descendants under lasting obligations to them. Reverence, love 
and gratitude are the feelings with which our hearts are filled 
towards our dearest benefactors. We remember them at all 
times in our daily prayers and are confident that God, who 
hears when the poor call upon him, will graciously hear our 
prayer, remember them in mercy and reward here temporarily, 
and yonder eternally the kindness shown to us, which will only 
redound to the advancement of his glory and his service. The 
Lord, whose mercy reaches as far as the heavens, and whose 
truth as far as the clouds, increase their possessions ten, yea a 
hundred fold! And may eternity give to them the most per- 
fect increase of that which they have loaned to the Lord. We 
shall tell it to our children what the Lord has done to us 
through them and they will tell it to their children so that their 
memory will be preserved as a continual blessing among our 
descendants. When at last, on the great day of resurrection, 
the books will be opened the names of our most valued bene- 
factors, whom we love heartily, revere with due reverence, and 
for whom we pray, will be found written in the book of life. 
The Lord, dwelling in heaven, add to our weak wishes his 
powerful amen, gather us all who are separated in body, into 
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his eternal kingdom and into the company of the most perfect 
and righteous spirits. 

This is the wish and prayer to God of the congregation in 
Virginia, accepting the unchanged Augsburg Confession. 

George Samuel Ki.ug, pastor. 
Michel Koch, 
Michael Schmit, 
Michael Hollt, 
Michael Klar, 
Georg Utz. 



XI. 

[Extracts from the Halle Reports, 1749] 

[Extract from a Letter of the Rev. Peter Brunnholtz, 

July 3, I749-P 8 

When we returned from Lancaster, we received a visit from 
Rev. Mr. Kluge, of Virginia, three hundred and thirty miles 
from here, who had settled there ten years ago* He wished to 
see and become acquainted with our organization. We received 
him kindly. He went away quietly and well satisfied. May 
God bless this journey to him. 

[Extract fro:w Rev. John Frederick Handschuh's Diary 

of 1749.] 4 * 

On June 9, [1749] several members of the Consistory 
brought Rev. Samuel Kluge, pastor in Virginia, to me, who 
stayed long with me to my great delight, and who was accom- 
panied by me back to town [Lancaster] . 

[June 11] third Sunday after Trinity. At noon Rev. Mr. 
Kluge took dinner with me, who had spent yesterday almost 
the whole day with me. In the afternoon I asked him to 
preach for me. On the following day he bade me farewell & 
continued his journey to Philadelphia. 

SB Taken from Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, p. 528. 
40 From Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, pp. 539-540. 
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June 23. Yesterday Rev. Mr. Kluge stopped again on his 
return from Phila. and to-day he took leave from me. 



XII. 

[Extract from Muhlenrerg's Diary of 1749.] 41 

In this month of June [1749] Rev. Mr. Klug visited us, 
who for a number of years has been officiating to a German 
Evangelical congregation in the province of Virginia. From 
this country, Virginia, also called Spotsylvania, several years 
ago, a few German men, among whom one named Stoever is 
specially to be mentioned, went through Germany to collect 
money. They collected a sum of almost 3,000 pounds, the 
third part of which they received for traveling expenses and 
for their labors, for the rest they built a frame church, bought 
a tract of land and a number of negro slaves. From this land 
and slaves the minister derives an ample income, so that he is 
not in the least burdensome to his congregation on account of 
his support. He [Kluge] complained that he was alone in 
this extensive district, most of the inhabitants being English- 
men, and that he had no opportunity of being encouraged and 
edified by intercourse with German associates in the ministry. 
He also said, that several of the Zinzendorfians had passed 
through his congregation, 42 without being able to gain a firm 
foothold ; nor could they well find an entrance in the province, 
because its laws were severe against such vagrants, 43 who 
could not show a legal call and valid testimonials. He pro- 
mised to visit us more frequently, if God should grant him life, 
because he felt stimulated by it, although he was living three 
hundred miles away from us. 

"From Halle Reports, new edition, Vol. I, p. 493C 
42 For the visits of these Moravian missionaries see Virginia Maga- 
zine, Vol. XI, p. 240f; Vol. XII, pp. 70-72. 

4S See proclamation of Governor Gooch in Virginia Magazine, Vol. 
XI, p. 228, note t. 

Note. — In note 3, page C42, the second and third lines were transposed. 



